Neutrophil granules: A review.
Hematologists are familiar with the granules of leukocytes because they serve as a means of identification of certain white blood cells.19 It is now generally appreciated that the granules of neutrophilic polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMN) store antibacterial agents and lysosomal enzymes until they are needed for the killing and digestion of phagocytized microorganisms.16 Within the framework of this well-known setting, this article presents some new data on the mode of formation and chemical content of PMN granules. In particular, the traditional view that azurophil (nonspecific) granules change into specific granules will be challenged.